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TRANSCRIPT

Tutorial - Tubular Cast On

The tubular cast on is an invisible cast on that’s great for hems cuffs and ribbing edges, where you want to have 

a little bit of elasticity. Kristen TenDyke Drifter pattern from our Autumn Volume Six Collection features this for 

the ribbing of the hemline. To work the tubular cast on you’re going to need some smooth waste yarn, your actual 

working yarn in a pair of scissors. Now to begin, you’re going to want to cast on approximately half of the number 

of stitches that you need. For example, in the drifter pattern, the pattern calls for 77 stitches, but you’re going to 

cast on 35. If I need this to total up to 19 stitches, I’m going to cast on 10. So whatever that half number is, plus 

minus one, add those two together, and that will equal your actual cast on for your actual working yarn later. So I 

have cast on 10 stitches with this waste yarn. With your waste yarn, you’re going to want to work a couple of rows 

in stockinette stitch I’ve worked about, I don’t know, four or five rows here, what you want to make sure that you do 

though, when you are working is to end having finished a right side row, so you’re ready to work a wrong side row in 

the next step.

From there, cut your waste yarn because you don’t need it anymore. And we’re going to join our working yarn 

and we’re going to just purl to the end here. We have our join waste yarn actual yarn. Now I want you to work in 

stockinette stitch for three rows. It’s a total of four rows minimum. And when you’re done, you will have finished a 

right side row and are ready to work a wrong side row again. Okay. Here I have worked four rows in the actual yarn. 

Here’s our waste here and down here. And the next step, when we turn it over to the wrong side, this is where the 

magic is going to happen. Now, if you look here right here, we have, that’s where our color changes. I call these little 

top bumps of the waste yarn, the frown, and then you have the working yarn right here, which I call the smile bump. 

So you’ve got the bottom bump and a top bump. We are going to ignore that top bump. And what we’re going to do 

in this next step is pick up these stitches of smiles or the actual working yarn right down here. And it’s a lot easier 

than what it sounds like. So it’s basically two steps. You are going to purl one, bring your yarn to the back, come all 

the way down. Take your left hand needle. And you’re going to come down. There’s our first smile right there. We 

are going to take our left hand needle come right in underneath picking up that smile from back to front and lifting 

it up just like this. And now we’re going to knit it through the back loop, just like that. So you can see it’s been 

dragged up over here. Bring our yarn back to the front purl one yarn back to the back, take our left-hand needle, 

come down and look for the next smile of working yarn here, lift it up, knit it through the back loop.

And you’re going to repeat that. Purl one, lift the smile through the back loop. Purl one, lift , purl one, lift for one 

lift all the way until you have one stitch left. That last little smile might be tucked in next to the selvage might be 

a little snug there. So just make sure you kind of pull the edge back and make sure you don’t grab any of the other 

edge stitches when you go through, it might want to try and split on you. Like it just did to me, but just fiddle with it 

for a second. And now you have one stitch left, so you’re just going to purl it.

Now you will see that we have 19 stitches, just like I wanted two, four, six, eight, ten, twelve, fourteen, sixteen, 

eighteen, ninteen. We have this nice little firm edge on the right side. Okay, then just like that. And now from here, 

we are ready to continue working in our established knit one purl one, knit one purl one on the right side row and 

our purl one knit one purl one knit one on the wrong side row, ready to continue working in our established rib. 
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Little side note: when you’re working ribbing, sometimes you’ll see patterns, not SweetGeorgia patterns by the way, 

but sometimes you’ll see patterns in magazines that’ll say, um, continue in rib on wrong side row. And I know for a 

lot of beginner knitters, that is a little confusing. So when you look at it, when you’re on the right side, for example, 

we know that there is no little bump you can see right here in the next stitch next to it. It has a bump on the front. 

That’s that little, little smile or a little frowny face wrapping around. That means that on the previous row we knit 

that stitch this side is smooth on the front. There’s no bump wrapping around. It goes behind it. What that means 

is we purled that stitch on the last row. So on this side, if we’ve purled it back here, that means we want to knit it up 

here, wrong side and right side roast are basically just reversed images of each other. That’s why when you see a 

knitting chart, for example, the wrong side row, has you switch the stitch around. If you see a purl dot, for example, 

on a chart, it’ll say purl, on the right side knit on the wrong side. And that’s because you have that mirror imaging 

going on. So when you see the smooth side, know you’re going to knit that when you see the little bumpy, know 

you’re going to purl that and it’ll be the same on both sides of your work.

So I’ll show you what that looks like on the wrong side, who knew you’d get two little tutorials in one. Here we are 

on the wrong side. And it’s the same thing. We know that if the stitch is going to be smooth, just like it is there no 

bump on the front, you’re going to knit that stitch. If it’s got the bump in the front, wrapping around, you are going 

to purl that stitch. So continue your ribbing as you desire here. And at some point you’re going to be ready to get rid 

of that waste yarn and have your pretty edge to look at. So I will show you how to do that at the end of this row.

Okay. Now we’re ready to take our scissors and do, pretty much break the Cardinal rule that we’ve always learned 

is not to cut your knitting. We’re going to break that rule here. Now, if you stretch it out, you can see, let’s see if I 

could show you here. When you stretch it out, you can see how our strands of the waste yarn come up here and 

wrap around these stitches, those strands of the waste yarn is what we want to cut into, very carefully mind you, 

because we don’t want to cut our working yarn or we’ll have to start all over. So kind of keep it stretched out. I tend 

to do it like this, and I’m going to come in here and just grab a couple loops of that waste yarn, just like that. And 

I’m not going to cut straight across. I’m just going to snip in a couple of random places. I’m hugging my scissors, 

rather close to the waste yarn side, just for safety sake. And then we’re just going to pick that yarn out as best as 

we can, unless you not it like I did. We’re just going to come around and pull that right out of there. Did I not cut 

that, there we go, if you have any little bits in there and take my knitting needle, kind of pull them out here till I can 

grab them. And that my friends is that beautiful stretchy tubular cast on that makes your ribbing look positively 

seamless. What’s nice, you’ll see that stretch because the tubular cast on lets the yarn stretch to its full length, and 

it looks like a professional has knit that rib. Now you can continue working in your ribbing and follow the rest of the 

pattern. You’re good to go.


