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TRANSCRIPT

Tutorial - Using a Sock Blank

No, this is not some deliciously colorful, ready to go. Handmade cowl. This is SweetGeorgia’s sock blank. Hi, I’m 
Tabetha Hedrick, design director for SweetGeorgia Yarns and I thought I would walk you through on how to work 
with a sock blank. 

It comes in a pre-knit tube just like this and the reason why we decided to give this a try is because we get to play 
with color in a new way that is more consistent with its blocking. When you’re dyeing a skein of yarn, however you 
lay the colors, even if you lay them all in a row, how it will change because of the knit project later because that 
skein of yarn is one big loop of separate yarn and you don’t know exactly where that yarn will fall. When something 
is already knit like this and then you dye it, you’re able to really ensure that the blocks of color stay together, 
enabling you to really get into the gradient effect and it’s fantastic for the knitter because we get to play with color 
and not really have to worry about color pooling in our projects because it’s already consistently in the spaces 
where it’s supposed to go.

Even when you’re working back and forth or shawls or scarves or even in the round, you’re always going to have 
those blocks of color together and still being able to have that transition. Now working from a sock blank, it’s really 
easy. You have two options. One is to literally just grab the end of the yarn and just start pulling just like this and 
you can knit straight from the sock blank. The other option is to just take your yarn and start making a cupcake or a 
ball out of it and you. That way you can work from the other end. 

Now you’ll notice here it’s a little crinkly in there and that is because with the wool content, it’s held its memory 
really well from this knit fabric. Now it might be a little annoying to knit with to have those crinkles in there, but it 
blocks out so beautifully because once water and air and drying all happened to wool, it creates a new memory and 
so it’s going to hold onto those new stitches really well to help mitigate the annoyance of that crinkle effect.

You want to really pay attention to your tension and that means how you’re holding the yard and how you’re 
moving the stitch from one needle to the other. You want to make sure that your stitches come all the way to the 
tip as you move your yarn in. Never letting that working yard go. Always hold tension on it until that stitches 
moved over to the left hand needle and all the way past the taper. This will help make sure that that running yarn is 
shorter between there and we’ll help you catch any of the gaps that might occur because of that crinkle-ness. Again, 
either way, it’s a really mild issue and won’t show up in your final project. It blocks amazingly well. 

So I really hope that you are excited about playing with color in a really consistently awesome, beautiful gradient 
kind of way. So give the sock blanks a try. At the very least, you can always cut the end off and then you do have a 
ready-made cowl to go. Happy knitting.


